IQ2                          JAPAN MUST FIGHT  BRITAIN
To take America first. Unless England succeeded in
bringing her in to fight on her side, she could hardly win.
Japan would, in all probability, be able to take advantage
of England's inability to keep her Fleet concentrated in the
Pacific, to destroy it in detail, and in a short time to deprive
her of the command of the sea east of Suez. The loss of
India, Australia, New Zealand, and the British Pacific
Islands would follow. The only means that England has
of preventing this calamity is to get America to come 'in
with her and so tie Japan's hands. Her most strenuous
diplomatic efforts would be devoted to this end, America
being, in fact, her potential saviour.
It is hardly to be expected that Japan, on her side,
would succeed in gaining the support of the Americans,
much as she would like to have it. The most she could
expect would be to keep them out of the war and induce
them to maintain a strict neutrality. We might, perhaps,
explain to them tHat if, with their aid, England defeated
Japan, they would have to fight her afterwards to decide
who should be master, and that it would be far wiser for
them to remain neutral. But what success might attend this
sermon is somewhat difficult to foresee,
Three cases.
>.
We may, perhaps, classify the possible results of Japanese
and British advances to America under three heads. America
might
(t)   Co-operate with England from the start seriously
to interfere with Japan.
(ii)   Not declare herself till war had broken out and then
immediately join in with England.
(Hi) Enter the war on the British side at some later date.
In the first case, it would be for our diplomats to find out
whether America really intended to back her interference
by force, or whether her co-operation with England was
merely a convenient means of making protests.
If it was thought that she really meant business, Japan
would be best advised to try some means other than war
with England to gain her ends.
In the second case, America might think it wise to adopt